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Section1 Background Information

1.1. School Hours

Opening Time: 08:30
Closing time: 16:00
Main breaks during the day: 10:15 to 10:30
12:00 to 12:45
Is school in operation for more than five years? Yes
If no, please give date on which school commenced
operation

1.2. Name(s) of principal and/or other teacher(s) interviewed

(Normally interview should take place with the principal)

Jacqueline Mc Glone (Headteacher)

Sharon Reilly (Administrator)

1.3. Sources of evidence on which report is based

This assessment report is based on the following sources of evidence:

¢ Information furnished in form R2 completed by the headteacher;
¢ An interview with the headteacher and administrator;

e (Classroom visits;

e Observation of a sample of learning tasks completed by the pupils;
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e Observation of the educational materials in use;

e The school website www.saolchristianschool.com;

¢ www.christian.education/ace.

Section 2 General Information And School Context

Saol Christian School is a co-educational, fee paying primary and secondary school located near
Drogheda Port, in Co Louth. It is a sister school of Saol Christian School in Dundalk. The ethos of the
school is based on Christian principles and parents/guardians of pupils applying for a place in the
school are expected to support this ethos. Admission, however, is not dependent on religious affiliation
and pupils of all faiths and none are welcome in the school, this is clearly stated in the school’'s
Admissions Policy - “Though parents/quardians are not required to affirm our Statement of Faith, the
parents/quardians at Saol Christian School must have a willingness to have their child exposed to the

clear teaching of the school’s Statement of Faith within the school curriculum”.

The school operates a favourable pupil teacher ratio and there are currently 12 pupils between the

ages of 6 and 16 attending the school.
Currently, there is no appointed Board of Management governing the school. The school is registered
as a company, with Sharon Reilly named as the company’s director. She assumes responsibility for

the governance of the school.

The Mission Statement, which is available on the school website www.saolchristianschool.com, states

“It is our mission to partner with parents to prepare and develop the whole student: mind, body and

spirit, through academic training, ministry and worship’.

The school maintains regular communication with parents via a WhatsApp group and there are plans
to re-introduce sending a regular newsletter to the school community to keep them updated on school
life. The school website is also used to share information. The school welcomes the support of parents
and the administrator reported that positive home-school relationships have been forged. While the
parents’ association has disbanded, it is reported that parents give willingly of their time to support

school initiatives.
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Section 3 The Principal And Staff

Staffing at the school consists of a headteacher, who also acts as a supervisor and another full-time
supervisor. The headteacher is responsible for the daily needs of the school, and she is in regular
contact with the administrator, who supervises in Saol Christian School, Dundalk. The principal’s

declaration on the R2 Annual Update Form confirms that all staff have been Garda vetted.

Formal staff meetings, involving staff from both Saol Christian School, Dundalk and Saol Christian
School, Drogheda, take place twice per year. Informal staff meetings take place on a regular basis.
Currently, a volunteer is undertaking in-house training in implementing the ACE curriculum. One

senior pupil has also undertaken supervisor training. Supervisors undertake a professional teachers

course every four years.

Section4 Time Devoted To Education

Pupils are welcomed into the school from 08:30 daily. Opening exercises start at 08:45 and PACE

work begins at 09:00. Pupils receive a morning break from 10:15 until 10:30 and a lunch break from

are dismissed at 14:30, and primary and secondary pupils are dismissed at 15:00 and 16:00

respectively.

The administrator reported that attendance is very good. A record of attendance is maintained in the
school. A copy of the school’s calendar for the current academic year was submitted with the R2
Annual Update Form. The current school year runs from 15t September 2025 to 26™ June 2026, and

the school will be operational for 168 days during the current academic year.

12:00 until 12:45. Pupils also receive stretch breaks throughout the day. Junior and senior infant pupils

Section 5 The Learning Environment
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The school is located close to the centre of Drogheda town, in the port area of the town. It is situated
on the ground floor of a building that has rented apartments on the first floor. Clear signage directing
visitors to the main entrance of the school, which is located to the rear of the building, has been

erected. The school consists of two classrooms, an office, kitchen area and merit shop area.

As referenced in the previous review assessment report - Individual, personal workstations, which
pupils are free to personalise and individualise, are assigned to each pupil. These are designed to
minimise distractions, giving pupils complete privacy to set personal academic goals and to work
independently. There are also separate scoring and testing areas, where children evaluate and correct
their work prior to the supervised scoring of tests. Every pupil from first class upwards is provided with

their own personal Chromebook which is used to support their learning.

A large onsite building is in the final stages of refurbishment and provides additional space for
educational and recreational activities. It has the potential to be used as a classroom if so required. A

small outdoor recreation area is also available to pupils.

Section 6 The Educational Activities

6.1. General information

The school implements the highly structured ACE (Accelerated Christian Education) curriculum in the
primary and secondary school. Although there are currently no children enrolled at this level, younger
children can be catered for through the ABC curriculum. Traditional PACE (Packets of Accelerated
Christian Education) booklets are used to deliver some courses, while E-PACEs (electronic packets)

are used for others.

By utilising the ACE curriculum, a complete curriculum is offered to pupils, which focuses on their
spiritual, moral, social and cultural welfare, as well as their academic advancement. Pupils can
achieve The General Certificate (which is equivalent to “O” level standard), The Intermediate
Certificate (which serves as a transition between the general and advanced levels), or The Advanced

Certificate (which is on par with “A” level standard) during their time in secondary school.
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Core subjects in the ACE curriculum are English, Mathematics, Word Building, Science, Social Studies,
Literature and Creative Writing. Academic electives are also available to pupils. Each subject consists
of twelve PACEs per level, and students typically complete a minimum of 72 PACEs per academic year.
As identified in the previous Review Assessment - pupils begin their PACE work by noting their goals,
the concepts that they will learn, a Bible verse, and a corresponding character trait. Due to the
structured nature of the PACEs, pupils know what is expected and assume the responsibility for their

own learning.

6.2. Language and literacy skills

Pupil’s oral language, reading and writing skills are developed incrementally using carefully graded
PACEs, and language and literacy development is integrated throughout all areas of learning. Once
pupils have mastered basic phonics skills, reading, oral language and spelling skills are developed
through engagement with the Word Building PACE. Pupils continue to learn phonetic rules and
expand their vocabulary as they progress through their PACE work. Throughout the curriculum, the
introduction of new vocabulary is controlled so that no new word is used without the pupil first learning
its meaning and pronunciation. These words are then repeated in context to ensure mastery. Pupils

make regular oral presentations to their peers.

Pupils read aloud daily for the supervisors until they reach level two. Prescribed texts are studied in
literature, and the study of poetry is included in the provision. Undertaking written comprehension
tasks, drafting and editing, writing across the genres and learning about parts of speech help pupils
develop their writing skills. Pupils are exposed to cursive writing from approximately age 7. The

Wordbuilder, Readmaster and Typemaster apps are used to support and enhance the provision.

6.3. Numeracy

As reported at the time of the previous Review Assessment - the numeracy programme is structured
and highly individualised, with all pupils working at their own level and pace. The curriculum
encompasses all key areas of numeracy and is presented in a sequential and structured manner.
Pupils must master one concept before moving on to the next. Mathematical skills are developed

through daily activities and practice.
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Pupils up to level 6 use the interactive Math Builder programme to supplement their PACE work and to

reinforce and consolidate basic mathematical concepts. Playing chess is popular amongst the pupils.

6.4. Irish

Pupils in the primary school study Irish using the Duolingo app while secondary school pupils study
Irish using the Rosetta Stone app. The administrator is currently in the process of developing PACEs
in Irish for secondary school pupils and the aim is that these will replace the Rosetta Stone app for this

cohort of students.

Children attending an Independent School should be afforded opportunity for the study of Irish, however the
study of Irish is not a requirement for registration under Section 14 of the Education (Welfare) Act, 2000. Where
Irish is included in the provision, an Independent School may identify students attending that they consider would
qualify for an exemption from the study of Irish. Independent Schools can make decisions in consultation with
parents regarding arrangements for these children. Any arrangements made in relation to the study of Irish does
not entitle students to an exemption from the study of Irish in the event of a subsequent enrolment at a

Department of Education recognised school.

Parents of children attending an Independent School should be informed of and acquaint themselves with
implications of not taking Irish and/or having a second language. Parents seeking information should consult with

the Department of Education www.education.ie and/or the State Examinations Commission www.examinations.ie

with regard to the requirement for Irish and/or an additional language.

6.5. Other areas of learning

Languages: The option of learning a foreign language, using www.rosettastone.com as the main

resource, is given to pupils in the secondary school.

Information Technology (IT): The use of IT is integrated across all areas of learning and most of the

children’s course work is now completed on ePACES. All pupils from first class upwards have their
own personal Chromebook which is provided by the school. Pupils are initially taught how to use the

computer. Coding is taught to pupils from age 8 upwards.
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Art: During the first term, pupils were given the opportunity to develop their individual creativity during

weekly art classes.

Religious Education: Saol Christian School is a Christian school, and religious education is integrated

into all learning areas. The school's Statement of Faith is available for viewing on

www.saolchristianschool.com. The school day begins with opening exercises. During this time, children

read a passage from scripture, pray for special intentions, sing, and celebrate achievements and
milestones. Chapel time is timetabled weekly, during which the whole school gathers for weekly worship.
Devotions classes are timetabled and pupils study and discuss one character trait of Jesus per month.

Younger pupils listen to Bible stories while older pupils engage in Bible reading

Physical Education (PE): PE is taught once per week by the class teacher. Skills, such as throwing,

catching or shooting, are developed through games and activities. An annual Sports Day is arranged

for pupils in both schools.

Science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM): Science is taught through PACE

work. Pupils were afforded the opportunity to engage in STEM activities during the second term.

Resources from www.kiwico.com are used to support the STEM provision.

Social Studies: The learning area of social studies covers history, geography, civics, and economics

from a traditional, Biblical worldview. Pupils learn basic geography and history before progressing on

to World Geography, World History, Civics, and Economics.

Electives: A variety of electives are on offer to second level pupils which supplement the core
curriculum. Currently, History of Civilisation, Unity Programming and Seashark Programming are being

studied as electives in the school.

6.6. Special educational needs

The favourable pupil teacher ratio, combined with the individual nature of the ACE curriculum means
that the majority of children can access the curriculum within the classroom setting with the resources

available in the school.

It is stated in the Admissions Policy that Saol Christian School is a small private school with limited

resources compared to the public schools and other larger private schools. Public schools receive
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additional funding for students with special needs and hire specialised staff to serve their unique
needs. Saol Christian School does admit students with special needs when we believe that we can

truly serve and educate them. The needs of the child should always be prioritised.

Each child’s application for enrolment is looked at on a case-by-case basis, and the school considers
whether it can reasonably provide for the pupil’s needs having regard to available resources and the
obligation to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all pupils. Decisions are informed by professional

reports and discussions with parents/quardians.

Section 7 The Voice Of The Child

The assessor visited classrooms on the day of the assessment and interacted with pupils during the visit.
Pupils discussed their PACE work and how the ACE curriculum is implemented in the school. They

showed a clear understanding of routines associated with the ACE curriculum.

A pupil who had previously been homeschooled discussed how he preferred being in the school setting.
Pupils also discussed how they earn stars and privileges, the role of the classroom leader, sport and

upcoming birthdays.

Section 8 Assessment And Record Keeping

Prior to commencing at the school, a diagnostic test is administered to determine a child’s optimal
starting point in the ACE curriculum. They are then prescribed a tailored level for each subject
according to their ability level. Pupils set daily personal learning goals, and these are checked by the
supervisor daily. Ongoing discussions take place around setting and achieving goals to ensure that
they are appropriate and achievable. Pupils complete several check-ups as they work through their
PACES. These check-ups are informal quizzes which are designed to highlight any area which the
child is finding challenging. The child can then review the concept before proceeding to the next
section. Pupils take the Self-Test as a practice for the PACE test and finally they take the mastery-
based PACE test. The results of all assessments are recorded, retained and shared with parents

through digital progress reports which can be viewed by parents. The mark required to pass each test

is high, and revision is required if the pupil does not reach the required level.
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Secondary school students who are studying for ICCE academic qualifications are assessed through
continuous assessment, with a minimum score of 80% required for progression. Assessments are
moderated both internally and externally by ICCE.

Optional, formal parent-teacher meetings are held twice per year.

Section 9 Other Relevant Information

As indicated on the R2 Annual Update Form, all staff members have been Garda vetted and have
been trained in the implementation of the school’s Child Safeguarding Statement. All staff have been
trained in Children First Guidelines. There is an appointed Designated Liaison Person (DLP), and
Deputy Designated Liaison Person (DDLP), and details are included in the Child Safeguarding
Statement, which is prominently displayed. The Child Safeguarding Statement has been confirmed

compliant by the Tusla Child Safeguarding Statement Compliance Unit.

School policies are available for viewing on www.saolchristianschool.com. The school’'s Admissions

Policy and the steps to enrol children in the school are clearly outlined on this website.

Section 10 Evaluation Of The Education Provision And Recommendations

In my opinion, pupils attending Saol Christian School, Drogheda are in receipt of an education,
intellectual, physical, moral, and social that meets requirements for Section 14 Registration for pupils
attending the school.

The reasons | have formed this opinion of the education provision in the school are as follows:

e The implementation of the structured ACE curriculum;
o The school’'s commitment to providing every pupil with their own laptop and the integration of
ICT into all areas of learning;

¢ The development of policies to aid the smooth running of the school;
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The refurbishment of an additional building to provide extra learning and recreational space for
pupils;

The regular assessment of pupil progress;

The favourable pupil teacher ratio;

Pupils learn to take responsibility for their own learning as they engage in regular goal setting

activities, cross off completed tasks and set their own learning pace.

Recommendations regarding provision:

The entrance area which is shared with the tenants who rent apartments upstairs needs to be
reviewed and considered. If necessary the entrance should be modified, to ensure complete
separation and security for the school.

Consideration should be given to the establishment of a Board of Management to oversee the
governance of the school;

Review and ensure all staff are fully familiar with policies and procedures relevant to the smooth
and safe operation of the school;

Review and ensure all staff are fully trained in the implementation of the Child Safeguarding

Statement and all related procedures for child protection and welfare reporting.

The findings of the assessment were discussed with the participants on the date of the assessment.

The participants were advised that the decision regarding registration would be made by Tusla — the

Child and Family Agency: Alternative Education Assessment and Registration Service (AEARS).

Following the assessment, a draft report is provided to the principal, along with a Factual Accuracy and

Feedback Form which may be submitted within a specified timeframe in response to the content of the

draft report. After consideration is given to information provided on the feedback form, the final report is

brought to the AEARS Registration Panel for a decision regarding registration of children in receipt of

the education at the Independent School.

Section 11 Discussion Of Finding Of Report With Principal

The finding of the report was discussed with the headteacher at the conclusion of the visit on 4th June

2026. It was stated that the recommendation would be to register and retain the pupils of Saol
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Christian School, Drogheda on the register. The final decision regarding registration will be made by

the Alternative Education Assessment and Registration Panel - Tusla, Child and Family Agency.

Section 12 Outcome

Outcome Of Tusla Alternative Education Assessment And Registration Service Panel

Regarding Requirements For Section 14 Registration Of Children Attending The School

The assessment report was brought to Tusla Registration Panel for a decision regarding registration.
The Registration Panel decided that children attending Saol Christian School Drogheda will be
registered and retained on the register of children receiving an education in a place other than a
recognised school as required by Section 14 of the Education (Welfare) Act, 2000.

Registration is subject to a periodic review by the Child and Family Agency
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