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About this Report 

This report provides an overview of service activity and performance across a number of key metrics 

for April 2026. 

In January 2026, Tusla commenced implementation of a major reform programme aimed at 

improving services delivered to children, young people and their families.  

Previously, Tusla was set up to work across 17 geographical areas configured into six regions. 

These areas differed in size and staffing levels with the result that children, young people and 

families, did not always have the same level of access to services, or the same level of supports 

available.  

To address this inequity, Tusla changed its structure to work across 30 networks in six regions. Each 

new network was indexed using Central Statistics Office demographic data, including population 

size, disadvantage and deprivation. The networks are more equal in size and staffing ensuring more 

equal access to services for everyone, no matter where they live.   

This new configuration can be viewed on the map and table in Appendix 1 of this report. 

The key metrics included in this report provide a snapshot of performance and activity across the 

following service areas, Safety & Welfare (previously referred to as Child Protection and Welfare), 

Children in Care, Tusla Education Support Services (Tess) and Children’s Services Regulation 

(CSR). National and regional breakdowns of the data are provided in the main body of the report. 

Network level data can be found in Appendix 3.  

More detailed data for these services and other services delivered by Tusla is provided in our 

Quarterly Performance & Activity Reports. These reports can be accessed on our website. 

Explanations of the terms and abbreviations used in this report can be found in Appendix 2.  

Data can change from previously published data due to ongoing validation of data. Also, data 

for 2026 should be interpreted with caution due to work underway to align cases to new 

regions/networks.  

  

https://www.tusla.ie/data-figures/2025-performance-data/


Key Messages 

SAFETY AND WELFARE 

Referrals 

• 8,871 referrals in April 2026, bringing to 37,671 the number of referrals for the first four months 

of 2026.  

• 9% (3,119) increase in referrals, 2026 YTD versus the same period in 2025 (34,552). 

Open Cases (Safety & Welfare and Children in Care (mainstream) Combined) 

• 25,097 cases open to social work (includes safety & welfare cases and children in care) at the 

end of April 2026; 81 (<1%) fewer than March 2026 (25,178). 

• 10% (2,180) increase in open cases year on year 

• 78% (19,631) of cases allocated to a case worker. 

• 78% (15,293) of allocations to social workers and 22% (4,338) to other professionals.   

• 5,466 (22%) cases awaiting allocation, 17 more than March 2026 (5,449).  

Open Cases (Safety & Welfare Cases Only) 

• 19,279 cases open to social work (safety & welfare cases only) at the end of April 2026; 77 

(<1%) fewer than March 2026 (19,356).   

• 12% (2,037) increase in open cases year on year.  

• 72% (13,941) of cases allocated to a case worker. 

• 73% (10,149) of allocations to social workers and 27% (3,792) to other professionals.  

• 5,338 (28%) cases awaiting allocation, 11 more than March 2026 (5,327).   

Child Protection Notification System (CPNS) 

• 1,169 children ‘active’ on the CPNS at the end of April 2026, no change from March 2026. 

•  12% (124) increase in the number ‘active’ year on year  

• 99% (1,158) of children allocated to a social worker; 11 children awaiting allocation, nine fewer 

than March 20926 (20).   

• 6 of the 11 children awaiting allocation were allocated to another professional worker; four of the 

five remaining children were subsequently allocated to a social worker.    

Child Abuse Substantiation Procedure (CASP) 

• 83 referrals assigned in the first four months of 2026 

• 302 assessments open under CASP at the end of April 2026; 41% (212) decrease year on year 



• 87% (263) of open assessments allocated to a social worker, 39 (13%) assessments awaiting 

allocation, 4 (11%) more than March 2026 (35).   

CHILDREN IN CARE 

• 5,949 children in care (includes 131 unaccompanied minors) at the end of April 2026, a 3% 

(168) increase year on year.  

• 85.2% of all children in care (mainstream and unaccompanied minors) are in foster care; 86.9% 

of mainstream children in care in foster care.  

• 1,175 (19.8%) children in care are in placements with private providers, 20 (2%) more than 

March 2026 (1,155)  

• 12% (122) increase in placements with private providers year on year.  

• 98% (5,818) of children in care were allocated to a case worker.  

• 91% (5,272) of allocations were to social workers and 9% (546) were to other professionals.  

• 131 (9%) children awaiting allocation, one fewer than March 2026 (132) 

• 82% (4,889) of children in care have an up-to-date care plan. 

TUSLA EDUCATION SUPPORT SERVICES 

• 10,967 referrals for an educational welfare this school year to date. 

• 11,457 cases open to educational welfare services, the highest number this school year to date. 

• 52.5% (6,014) of cases allocated to educational welfare officers, 5,443 (47.5%) cases on a 

waiting list for allocation, 491 (10%) more than March 2026 (4,952). 

CHILDREN’S SERVICES REGULATION 

Early Years Services (Pre-Schools) 

• 3,940 pre-school services on the register at the end of April 2026; 1% (33) decrease year on 

year.  

• 906 inspections of pre-school for the first four months of 2026; 10% (79) increase year-on-year.  

Home Education 

• 2,662 children on the register for home education at the end of April 2026; 10% (240) increase 

year on year.    

• 348 children awaiting assessment for registration for home education, 18 (5%) fewer than 

March 2026 (366). 

• 15% (62) decrease in the number waiting year on year.   
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Safety & Welfare (Referrals) 

Metric Current Month YTD SPLY YTD 

YTD v 

 SPLY YTD % ∆ 

DML 

YTD 

DNE 

YTD 

MW 

YTD 

SE 

YTD 

SW 

YTD 

WNE 

YTD 

# Referrals 8,871 37,671 34,552 +3,119 (9%) 7,869  7,366  6,257  5,815  5,196  5,168 

% Total - - - - 21% 20% 17% 15% 14% 14% 

Metric Current Month YTD Target 

YTD v 

 Target % ∆ 

DML 

YTD 

DNE 

YTD 

MW 

YTD 

SE 

YTD 

SW 

YTD 

WNE 

YTD 

% Re-Referrals 20.3% 19.6% ≤18.1% +1.5% points 18.5% 18.8% 22.3% 21.0% 18.8% 18.3% 

Key Messages | April 2026 

Data on referrals to be considered provisional 

National 

• 8,871 referrals in April 2026, bringing to 37,671 the number of referrals for the first four 

months of 2026.  

• 9% (3,119) increase in referrals year on year 

• 19.6% of referrals YTD were re-referrals against a target of ≤18.1% 

Regional 

• Highest number of referrals YTD reported by Dublin Mid Leinster (7,869; 21%), fewest 

number West North East (5,168; 14%).  

• Highest rate of re-referrals reported by Mid West (22.3%), lowest rate West North East 

(18.3%).  
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Safety & Welfare (All Cases Open to Social Work - Safety & Welfare and Children in Care Combined) 

Metric 
Current 
Month-1 

Current 
Month Trend SPLY 

Current v 
SPLY % ∆ 

DML  

Current 

DNE 

 Current 

MW  

Current 

SE  

Current 

SW 

Current 

WNE 

Current 

# Open Cases Month End 25,178 25,097  22,917 +2,180 (10%) 5,842 4,296 3,392 3,634 3,843 4,090 

% Total Open Cases - - - - - 23% 17% 14% 14% 15% 16% 

% Allocated to Worker 78% 78%  80% -2% point 64% 88% 93% 77% 76% 79% 

# Awaiting Allocation 5,449 5,466  4,630 +836 (18%) 2,084 509 229 847 941 856 

# High Priority Awaiting 296 232  194 +38 (20%) 92 26 17 21 9 67 

% High Priority Awaiting 5% 4%  4% - 4% 5% 7% 2% 1% 8% 

Key Messages | April 2026 

Safety & Welfare Cases and Children in Care (mainstream) Combined 

National 

• 25,097 cases open to social work at the end of April 2026; 81 (<1%) fewer than March 2026 

(25,178) 

• 10% (2,180) increase in open cases year on year  

• 78% (19,631) of open cases allocated to a case worker 

• 5,466 (22%) cases awaiting allocation, 17 more than March 2026 (5,449)  

• 78% (15,293) of allocations are to social workers; 22% (4,338) to other professionals 

• 232 (4%) cases awaiting allocation are high priority, 64 (22%) fewer than March 2026 (296).  

Regional 
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 Allocated Cases  Awaiting Allocation

• Dublin Mid Leinster - highest number of 

open cases, (5,842; 23%).  

• Mid West - fewest number (3,392; 14%). 

• Dublin Mid Leinster - highest number of 

cases awaiting allocation (2,084; 

accounting for 38% of all open cases and 

36% in the region)  

• Mid West - fewest number (229; 

accounting for 4% of all open cases and 7% 

of cases in the region)  
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Safety & Welfare (Cases Open to Social Work - Safety and Welfare Cases Only) 

Metric 
Current 
Month-1 

Current 
Month Trend SPLY 

Current v 
SPLY % ∆ 

DML  

Current 

DNE 

 Current 

MW  

Current 

SE  

Current 

SW 

Current 

WNE 

Current 

# Open Cases Month End 19,356 19,279  17,242 +2,037 (12%) 4,992 3,342 2,396 2,783 2,886 2,880 

% Total Open Cases - - - - - 26% 17% 12% 14% 15% 15% 

% Allocated to Worker 72% 72%  74% -2% points 58% 86% 90% 70% 69% 72% 

# Awaiting Allocation 5,327 5,338  4,520 +818 (18%) 2,080 482 228 840 900 808 

# High Priority Awaiting 258 198  169 +27 (16%) 92 10 16 20 7 53 

% High Priority Awaiting 5% 4%  4% - 4% 2% 7% 2% 1% 7% 

Key Messages | April 2026  

Safety & Welfare Cases Only 

National 

• 19,279 cases open to social work at the end of April 2026, 77 (<1%) fewer than March 2026 

(19,356) 

• 12% (2,037) increase in open cases year on year  

• 72% (13,941) of open cases allocated to a case worker 

• 5,338 (28%) cases awaiting allocation, 11 more than March 2026 (5,327) 

• 73% (10,149) of allocations are to social workers; 27% (3,792) to other professionals 

• 4% (198) of cases awaiting allocation are high priority, 60 (23%) fewer than March 2026 (258)  

Regional 
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• Dublin Mid Leinster - highest number 

of open cases, (4,992; 26%). Mid West 

- fewest number (2,396; 12%). 

• Dublin Mid Leinster - highest number 

of cases awaiting allocation (2,080 

accounting for 39% of all open cases 

and 42% in the region).  

• Mid West - fewest number (228; 

accounting for 4% of all open cases and 

10% of cases in the region  
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Safety & Welfare (Child Protection Notification System) 

Metric 
Current 
Month-1 

Current 
Month Trend SPLY 

Current v 

SPLY % ∆ 

DML  

Current 

DNE 

 Current 

MW  

Current 

SE  

Current 

SW 

Current 

WNE 

Current 

# Children ‘Active’ Month End 1,169 1,169  1,045 +124 (12%) 299 (26%) 207 (18%) 195 (17%) 100 (9%) 165 (14%) 203 (17%) 

% Allocated to a Social Worker 98.3% 99.1%  99.9% -0.8% points 98.3% 100% 100% 95.0% 100% 99.5% 

# Awaiting Allocation 20 11  1 +10  5 0 0 5 0 1 

# ‘Active’ for > 18 months 110 109  72 +37 51%) 26 34 23 4 15 7 

% ‘Active’ for > 18 months 9% 9%  7% +2% points 9% 16% 12% 4% 9% 3% 

Key Messages | April 2026 

National 

• 1,169 children ‘active’ on the CPNS, no change from March 2026.   

• 12% (124) increase in the number of children ‘active’ on the CPNS year-on-year (1,045).  

• 99% (1,158) of children allocated to a social worker; 11 children awaiting allocation, nine fewer 
than March 20926 (20).   

• 6 of the 11 children awaiting allocation were allocated to another professional worker; four of the five 
remaining children were subsequently allocated to a social worker.    

• 109 (9%) children ‘active’ for more than 18 months, one fewer than March 2026 (110) and 37 
(51%) more than April 2025 (72).   

 

Regional 

 

 
 

  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

2025 997 1,061 1,096 1,045 1,033 1,016 1,079 1,097 1,131 1,133 1,140 1,173

2026 1,156 1,145 1,169 1,169
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• Dublin Mid Leinster - highest number (299; 

26%) of children ‘active’. South East - fewest 

number (100; 9%).  

• Of the 11 children awaiting allocation, 5 were 

reported by Dublin Mid Leinster and 5 were 

reported by South East, remaining child 

reported by West North East.  

• Dublin North East reports the highest 
number of children ‘active for >18 months 
(34), followed by Dublin Mid Leinster (26) and 
Mid West (23). South East reports the fewest 
number (4).   



Safety & Welfare (Child Abuse Substantiation Procedure)  

Metric 
Current 
Month YTD SPLY YTD 

YTD v 

 SPLY YTD % ∆ 

DML 

YTD 

DNE 

YTD 

MW 

YTD 

SE 

YTD 

SW 

YTD 

WNE 

YTD 

# Referrals Assigned 26 83* 178 -95 (53%) 4 4 20 5 6 44 

# Assessments Closed 29 116 356 -240 (67%) 12 0 33 8 16 47 

Metric 
Current 
Month-1 

Current 
Month Trend SPLY 

Current v 
SPLY % ∆ 

DML  

Current 

DNE 

 Current 

MW  

Current 

SE  

Current 

SW 

Current 

WNE 

Current 

# Open Assessments 312 302  514 -212 (41%) 21 27 89 24 35 106 

% Total - - - - - 7% 9% 29% 8% 12% 35% 

% Allocated to a Social Worker 89% 87%  93% -6% points 95% 52% 99% 88% 100% 80% 

# Awaiting Allocation 35 39  35 + 4 (11%) 1 13 1 3 0 21 

Key Messages | April 2026 

 

National 

• 83 referrals assigned* in the first four months of 2026 

• 302 assessments open at the end of April 2026.  

• 41% (212) decrease in assessments open year on year 

• 87% (263) of assessments allocated to a social worker 

• 39 (13%) assessments awaiting allocation, 4 (11%) more than 

March 2026 (35).    

 

Regional 

• West North East - highest number (106; 35%) of open 

assessments. Dublin Mid Leinster - fewest number (21; 7%).  

• West North East (21) and Dublin North East (13) account for 87% 

(34) of assessments awaiting allocation. South West reports no 

assessments awaiting allocation.  

*Note: referrals assigned needs to be interpreted with caution due to 

the alignment of referrals with the new geographical structures.  
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Children in Care (Number and Placement Type) 

Metric 
Current 
Month-1 

Current 
Month Trend SPLY 

Current v 

SPLY % ∆ 

DML  

Current 

DNE 

 Current 

MW  

Current 

SE  

Current 

SW 

Current 

WNE 

Current 
Service SCSIP 

Current 

# Children in Care 5,952 5,949  5,781 +168 (3%) 848 956 995 851 957 1,211 131 

% Total - - - - - 14% 16% 17% 14% 16% 20% 2% 

# Residential Care 611 627  546 +81 (15%) 109 134 52 54 104 58 116 

% Residential Care 10.3% 10.5%  9.4% +1.1% points 12.9% 14.0% 5.2% 6.3% 10.9% 4.8% 88.5% 

# Foster Care 5,078 5,068  5,046 +22 (<1%) 684 758 913 756 816 1,126 15 

% Foster Care 85.3% 85.2%  87.3% - 2.1% points 80.7% 79.3% 91.8% 88.8% 85.3% 93.0% 11.5% 

# Other Placement  263 254  189 +65 (34%) 55 64 30 41 37 27 0 

% Other Placement 4.4% 4.3%  3.3% +1.0% points 6.5% 6.7% 3.0% 4.8% 3.9% 2.2% 0.0% 

Key Messages | April 2026 

National 

• 5,949 children in care, includes 131 unaccompanied minors. The Service for Separated 

Children Seeking International Protection (SCSIP) reports an additional 387 children being 

accommodated / provided with services under Section 5 Child Care Act 1991.  

• 3% (168) increase in children in care year on year (5,781). 

• 85.2% of all children (mainstream and unaccompanied minors) in care are in foster care 

• 86.9% of mainstream children in care in foster care 

 

 

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

2025 5801 5801 5783 5781 5761 5807 5835 5815 5866 5866 5868 5879

2026 5947 5955 5952 5949
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Regional 

• West North East - highest number 

of children in care (1,211; 20%). 

Dublin Mid Leinster - fewest 

number (848; 14%).  

 

• The percentage of children in 

foster care across the regions 

ranges from 93.0% in West North 

East to 79.3% in Dublin North East.  
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Children in Care (Placements with Private Providers) 

Metric 
Current 
Month-1 

Current 
Month Trend SPLY 

Current v 

SPLY % ∆ 

DML  

Current 

DNE 

 Current 

MW  

Current 

SE  

Current 

SW 

Current 

WNE 

Current 
Service SCSIP 

Current 

# Children with Private Providers (PP) 1,155 1,175  1,053 +122 (12%) 244 250 126 141 140 166 108 

% Children in Care with PP 19.4% 19.8%  18.2% + 1.6% points 28.8% 26.2% 12.7% 16.6% 14.6% 13.7% 82.4% 

# Children in Residential with PP 410 423  362 +61 (17%) 51 85 40 40 69 40 98 

% Children in Residential with PP 67.1% 67.5%  66.3% +1.2% point 46.8% 63.4% 76.9% 74.1% 66.3% 69.0% 84.5% 

# Children in Foster Care with PP 632 637  600 +37 (6%) 165 134 78 79 59 112 10 

% Children in Foster Care with PP 12.4% 12.6%  11.9% +0.7% points 24.1% 17.7% 8.5% 10.4% 7.2% 9.9% 66.7% 

# Children in ‘Other’ with PP 113 115  91 +24 (26%) 28 31 8 22 12 14 0 

% Children in ‘Other’ with PP 43.0% 45.3%  48.1% -2.8% points 50.9% 48.4% 26.7% 53.7% 32.4% 51.9% 0.0% 

Key Messages | April 2026 

National 

• 1,175 (19.8%) children in care are with private providers, 20 (2%) more than 

March 2026 (1,155).  

• 12% (122) increase in the number of children with private providers year on year  

• 36% (423) of children with private providers were in residential care, 54% (637) 

were in foster care and 10% (115) were in other care placements.  

 
Regional 

• Dublin North East (250) and Dublin Mid Leinster (244) - highest numbers of children 

with private providers. Mid West reports the fewest number at 126.  

• The percentage of children in care with private providers across the regions ranges 

from 28.8% (Dublin Mid Leinster) to 12.7% (Mid West) against a national average of 

19.8%. 

 

Service for Separated Children Seeking International Protection 

• The majority of unaccompanied minors in care are with private providers (82.4%; 

108). 

 

 

 
 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

2025 1011 1024 1038 1053 1039 1077 1085 1084 1115 1115 1116 1130

2026 1154 1145 1155 1175
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Children in Care (Allocation Status / Care Plan) 

Metric 
Current 
Month-1 

Current 
Month Trend SPLY 

Current v 

SPLY % ∆ 

DML  

Current 

DNE 

 Current 

MW  

Current 

SE  

Current 

SW 

Current 

WNE 

Current 

Service 
SCSIP 

Current 

# Children Allocated to a Worker 5,820 5,818  5,666 +152 (3%) 844 929 995 844 916 1,162 128 

% Allocated to a Worker 97.8% 97.8%  98.0% -0.2% points 99.5% 97.2% 100% 99.2% 95.7% 96.0% 97.7% 

# Awaiting Allocation 132 131  115 +16 (14%) 4 27 0 7 41 49 3 

% Allocated to a Social Worker 92% 91%  89% +2% points 93% 95% 89% 82% 94% 89% 100% 

# with Up-to-Date Care Plan 4,908 4,889  4,788 +101 (2%) 687 727 873 752 746 1,009 95 

% with Up-to-Date Care Plan 82% 82%  83% -1.0% points 81% 76% 88% 88% 78% 83% 73% 

Key Messages | April 2026 

 

National 

• 98% (5,818) of children in care have an allocated case worker 

• High rate consistently maintained 

• 131 children awaiting allocation, one fewer than March 2026 (132).  

• 91% (5,272) of allocations to social workers; 9% (546) to other professionals.  

• 82% (4,889) children in care have an up-to-date care plan, 1,060 (18%) children 

awaiting, 16 (2%) more than March 2026 (1,044).  

 
 
Regional 

• All six regions reporting at least 96% of children with an allocated worker.   

• West North East (49) and South West (41) account for 69% (90) of children awaiting 

allocation to worker. 

• Three of the six regions report at least 82% of children with an up-to-date care plan. 

Rates reported by Dublin Mid Leinster (81%), Dublin North East (76%) and South 

West (78%) slightly lower than average.  
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Tusla Education Support Services (Tess) 

Metric Current Month-1 Current Month Trend School YTD 

# Referrals Received (new metric) 1,812 1,438  10,967 

Metric Current Month-1 Current Month Trend SPLY- 
  Current v 
SPLY % ∆4 

# Open Cases month end 10,924 11,457  - - 

# Open Cases Allocated to an Educational Welfare Officer 5,972 6,014  - - 

% Allocated to an Educational Welfare Officer 54.7% 52.5%  - - 

# on Waiting List for Allocation 4,952 5,443  4,890 +553 (11%) 

Key Messages | April 2026 

 

• 1,438 referrals for an education welfare service in April 2026, bringing to 

10,967 the number of referrals for the school YTD   

• 11,457 cases open to educational welfare services at the end of April 2026, 

533 (5%) more than March 2026 (10,924) and the highest number for all 

months this school YTD. 

• 52.5% (6,014) of open cases were allocated, down slightly from 54.7% 

(5,972) in March 2026.  

• Despite the slight decrease in the percentage of cases allocated, there were 

42 more cases allocated at the end of April 2026 (6,014) than at the end of 

March 2026 (5,972). 

• 47.5% (5,443) of cases were on a waiting list for allocation 

• 491 more cases on the waiting list at the end of April 2026 (5,443) than at the 

end of March 2026 (4,952). 

• This represents a 10% increase over the month, and it is the fifth consecutive 

monthly increase. 
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Children’s Service Regulation (Early Years Inspectorate) 

Metric Current Month - 1 Current Month Trend SPLY 

Current v  

SPLY % ∆ 

# Early Years Services (Pre-Schools) on the Register 3,941 3,940  3,973 -33 (1%) 

Metric Current Month - 1 Current Month YTD SPLY YTD 

YTD v  

SPLY YTD % ∆ 

# Inspections of Early Years Services (Pre-Schools) 238 237 906 827 +79 (10%) 

Key Messages | April 2026  

 
 

• 3,940 pre-school services on the register at the end of April 2026 

• 1% (33) decrease in the number of pre-school services on the register year on year  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• 237 inspections of pre-school services in April 2026, bringing to 906 the number of 

inspections for the first four months of 2026.  

• 10% (79) increase in inspections year-on-year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

2025 182 218 212 215 225 245 196 149 272 239 226 135

2026 223 208 238 237

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

# Inspections (Pre-Schools) Done



Children’s Service Regulation (Alternative Education Assessment & Registration Service) 

Metric Current Month-1 Current Month Trend SPLY 

Current v  

SPLY % ∆ 

# Children on the Register for Home Education 2,637 2,662  2,422 240 (10%) 

Metric Current Month-1 Current Month Trend SPLY  

Current v 

SPLY % ∆ 

# Children Awaiting Assessment for Registration 366 348  410 -62 (15%) 

Key Messages | April 2026 

 

• 2,662 children on the register for home education at the end of April 2026, 25 

(1%) more than March 2026 (2,637) 

• 10% (240) increase in the number on the register year on year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• 348 children awaiting assessment for registration at the end of April 2026, 18 

(5%) fewer than March 2026 (366). 

• 15% (62) decrease in the number of children awaiting assessment for 

registration year-on-year.    

 

 

 
 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
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Tusla Regions Tusla Networks Tusla Regions Tusla Networks 

Dublin North East Dublin North West South West South Tipperary/North Cork 

 Dublin North City  Cork East 

 North Dublin  Cork North West 

 North County Dublin   Cork South West 

 Meath  Kerry/North Cork 

Dublin Mid Leinster Dublin South West Midwest Laois/Offaly 

 Dublin South City  Galway North 

 Kildare North/Dublin West  North Tipperary/Limerick South and East 

 Kildare South  Limerick North and West 

 Longford/Westmeath  Clare/South Galway 

South East Dublin South East West North East Sligo/Leitrim/Roscommon 

 Wicklow  Mayo 

 Carlow/Kilkenny  Louth 

 Wexford  Donegal 

 Waterford/South Kilkenny  Cavan/Monaghan 

 

  



     Appendix 2 

Term Explanation 

Current Month Performance / Activity for reporting month 

Current-1 Performance / Activity for previous month 

SPLY Performance / Activity  for Same Period Last Year 

Trend Trend is based on the current month v previous month 

∆% SPLY Percentage change (+/-) current month v same period last year  

YTD Year to date 

DML Dublin Mid Leinster 

DNE Dublin North East 

MW Mid West 

SE South East 

SW South West 

WNE West North East 

Safety and Welfare Previously referred to as Child Protection and Welfare 

Service for SCSIP Service for Separated Children Seeking International Protection 

Allocated  

Reflecting an ongoing changing environment and significant social work vacancies, Tusla has moved to a more 
multi-disciplinary way of working with children now allocated to social workers and other professional grades where 
necessary and appropriate to ensure they have the support of a key worker. All children continue to be overseen 
by social work management.  

CPNS 

Child Protection Notification System  

The CPNS, in accordance with the Children First: National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children, 
2011, is a national record of all children who have reached the threshold of being at ongoing risk of significant 
harm and where there are ongoing child protection concerns. These children are the subject of a child protection 
plan agreed at a child protection conference. The CPNS is accessible to named professional groups subject to 
strict protocols. Further information can be found on the Tusla website. 

CASP 
Child Abuse Substantiation Procedure 

It is Tusla’s statutory obligation and responsibility to promote the welfare of children under Section 3 of the Child 
Care Act 1991 and under Section 8 (1)(b) of the Child and Family Agency Act 2013. In meeting this obligation and 

https://www.tusla.ie/uploads/content/CPNS_Prof_Booklet.pdf


responsibility, where there is a need to share information with a relevant third party to protect an identified, 
identifiable and or yet to be identified children, or yet to be identified child or children from harm, Tusla must carry 
out an assessment of allegations of child abuse in line with fair procedures. This is called a ‘substantiation 
assessment’ – an assessment that examines and weighs up all the evidence and decides if the allegation is 
founded or unfounded on the balance of probabilities. If the allegation is founded a determination is made whether 
that the person who is the subject of the abuse allegations poses a potential risk to a child or children. Tusla calls 
this process the CASP – Child Abuse Substantiation Procedure. Further information can be found on the Tusla 
website  

Other Care Placements 
Other care placements include disability centres, supported lodgings, detention centre, hospital, at home under a care order, 
special emergency arrangements 

Re-referral 
A re-referral is defined as a referral on a child who was previously open to social work, but whose case was closed within 12 
months prior to receipt of the re-referral.     

Service for SCSIP Service for Separated Children Seeking International Protection 

  

https://www.tusla.ie/CASP/


Appendix 3  

  NETWORK TABLES 

Note: Networks with equal values share the same rank. Hence rank numbers skip to account for equal 

values.  

 



Region Network 
Referrals 

YTD Rank 

Open 
Cases 
(S&W 

and CiC) Rank 

Open 
Cases 
Unallocat
ed  Rank 

Active on 
CPNS Rank  

CASP 
Open 

Assessm
ents  Rank 

DML Dublin South City 1694 3 1366 1 513 1 56 6 10 10 

DML Dublin South West 1685 4 1237 3 396 5 76 1 1 25 

DML Kildare North Dublin West 1410 9 1193 5 452 4 52 9 1 25 

DML Kildare South 1207 15 842 12 267 7 55 7 1 25 

DML Longford Westmeath 1873 2 1204 4 456 3 60 4 8 13 

DNE Dublin North City 1666 5 1105 6 103 18 61 2 5 19 

DNE Dublin North West 1557 7 981 8 101 19 50 10 5 19 

DNE Meath 1331 11 693 23 150 14 19 28 9 11 

DNE North County Dublin 1226 14 751 19 75 21 33 17 5 19 

DNE North Dublin 1586 6 766 17 80 20 44 11 3 23 

MW Clare and South Galway 1152 19 680 24 43 26 21 25 17 6 

MW Galway North 1161 18 841 13 46 24 42 13 28 3 

MW Laois Offaly 1960 1 706 21 75 21 43 12 1 25 

MW Limerick North and West 960 26 635 25 14 29 61 2 29 2 

MW North Tipp Limerick South and East 1024 24 530 28 51 23 28 21 14 7 

SE Carlow Kilkenny 1272 13 631 26 191 12 23 24 6 17 

SE Dublin South East 1205 16 811 15 233 9 26 22 1 25 

SE Waterford South Kilkenny 1113 20 545 27 46 24 18 29 9 11 

SE Wexford 1323 12 861 10 148 15 21 25 8 13 

SE Wicklow 902 27 786 16 229 10 12 30 0 30 

SW Cork East 895 28 853 11 253 8 36 15 8 13 

SW Cork North West 816 29 766 17 181 13 40 14 3 23 

SW Cork South West 1034 23 1002 7 333 6 36 15 12 9 

SW Kerry North Cork 1082 21 500 29 26 27 20 27 7 16 

SW South Tipperary North Cork 1369 10 722 20 148 15 33 17 5 19 

WNE Cavan Monaghan 1190 17 950 9 128 17 32 19 14 7 

WNE Donegal 1054 22 816 14 212 11 32 19 36 1 

WNE Louth 1417 8 1325 2 490 2 55 7 6 17 

WNE Mayo 509 30 305 30 1 30 25 23 28 3 

WNE Sligo Leitrim Roscommon 998 25 694 22 25 28 59 5 22 5 

Total  37671   25097   5466   1169   302   

  



Region Network 
Children 
in Care Rank 

# 
Residenti

al Care Rank 
# Foster 

Care Rank # Other Rank 
% Foster 

Care Rank 

DML Dublin South City 167 22 26 7 122 27 19 2 73% 28 

DML Dublin South West 178 21 41 2 129 26 8 14 72% 29 

DML Kildare North Dublin West 158 24 15 17 132 24 11 6 84% 23 

DML Kildare South 191 19 12 21 170 15 9 11 89% 11 

DML Longford Westmeath 154 27 15 17 131 25 8 14 85% 22 

DNE Dublin North City 200 14 35 4 155 19 10 7 78% 27 

DNE Dublin North West 230 6 36 3 181 10 13 4 79% 26 

DNE Meath 204 10 16 15 178 13 10 7 87% 17 

DNE North County Dublin 123 29 14 19 101 29 8 14 82% 24 

DNE North Dublin 199 15 33 5 143 21 23 1 72% 30 

MW Clare and South Galway 157 25 11 22 139 23 7 19 89% 12 

MW Galway North 237 4 7 28 224 4 6 21 95% 4 

MW Laois Offaly 210 8 17 11 183 8 10 7 87% 19 

MW Limerick North and West 201 13 11 22 185 7 5 23 92% 8 

MW North Tipp Limerick South and East 190 20 6 29 182 9 2 28 96% 2 

SE Carlow Kilkenny 206 9 10 25 180 11 16 3 87% 16 

SE Dublin South East 110 30 3 30 102 28 5 23 93% 6 

SE Waterford South Kilkenny 204 10 14 19 180 11 10 7 88% 14 

SE Wexford 231 5 17 11 206 6 8 14 89% 10 

SE Wicklow 100 31 10 25 88 30 2 28 88% 15 

SW Cork East 197 16 17 11 174 14 6 21 88% 13 

SW Cork North West 167 22 16 15 143 21 8 14 86% 20 

SW Cork South West 195 17 20 8 170 15 5 23 87% 18 

SW Kerry North Cork 204 10 32 6 163 18 9 11 80% 25 

SW South Tipperary North Cork 194 18 19 9 166 17 9 11 86% 21 

WNE Cavan Monaghan 219 7 8 27 208 5 3 26 95% 3 

WNE Donegal 259 3 17 11 239 3 3 26 92% 7 

WNE Louth 295 1 19 9 264 1 12 5 89% 9 

WNE Mayo 157 25 3 30 152 20 2 28 97% 1 

WNE Sligo Leitrim Roscommon 281 2 11 22 263 2 7 19 94% 5 

SCSIP Service for SCSIP 131 28 116 1 15 31 0 31 11% 31 

Total  5949   627   5068   254   85%   

 



Region Network 
# Private 
Providers Rank 

% Private 
Providers Rank 

# 
Allocated 
Worker Rank 

% 
Allocated 
Worker Rank  

% with 
UTD Care 

Plan  Rank 

DML Dublin South City 45 9 27% 9 167 22 100.0% 1 69% 29 

DML Dublin South West 51 7 29% 7 178 21 100.0% 1 80% 19 

DML Kildare North Dublin West 44 10 28% 8 158 23 100.0% 18 70% 28 

DML Kildare South 64 3 34% 2 187 17 97.9% 12 88% 10 

DML Longford Westmeath 40 14 26% 10 154 26 100.0% 17 99% 1 

DNE Dublin North City 61 5 31% 4 200 13 100.0% 1 76% 24 

DNE Dublin North West 68 2 30% 5 230 4 100.0% 20 69% 30 

DNE Meath 38 16 19% 15 182 19 89.2% 30 82% 15 

DNE North County Dublin 21 24 17% 16 123 29 100.0% 1 78% 20 

DNE North Dublin 62 4 31% 3 194 15 97.5% 13 77% 21 

MW Clare and South Galway 18 27 11% 26 157 24 100.0% 29 77% 22 

MW Galway North 20 26 8% 27 237 3 100.0% 14 88% 9 

MW Laois Offaly 61 5 29% 6 210 8 100.0% 15 98% 2 

MW Limerick North and West 14 29 7% 30 201 12 100.0% 11 89% 8 

MW North Tipp Limerick South and East 13 30 7% 31 190 16 100.0% 22 83% 13 

SE Carlow Kilkenny 17 28 8% 28 206 9 100.0% 1 81% 16 

SE Dublin South East 22 23 20% 14 109 30 99.1% 1 83% 14 

SE Waterford South Kilkenny 27 19 13% 21 204 10 100.0% 24 93% 4 

SE Wexford 51 7 22% 12 225 5 97.4% 25 91% 6 

SE Wicklow 24 21 24% 11 100 31 100.0% 26 94% 3 

SW Cork East 24 21 12% 25 180 20 91.4% 21 75% 25 

SW Cork North West 21 24 13% 24 152 27 91.0% 1 68% 31 

SW Cork South West 25 20 13% 23 195 14 100.0% 23 76% 23 

SW Kerry North Cork 42 12 21% 13 203 11 99.5% 1 80% 17 

SW South Tipperary North Cork 28 18 14% 20 186 18 95.9% 10 89% 7 

WNE Cavan Monaghan 32 17 15% 18 211 7 96.3% 19 86% 12 

WNE Donegal 43 11 17% 17 225 5 86.9% 31 92% 5 

WNE Louth 39 15 13% 22 290 1 98.3% 27 80% 18 

WNE Mayo 11 31 7% 29 157 24 100.0% 1 88% 11 

WNE Sligo Leitrim Roscommon 41 13 15% 19 279 2 99.3% 16 74% 26 

SCSIP Service for SCSIP 108 1 82% 1 128 28 97.7% 28 73% 27 

Total  1175   19%   5818   98%   82%   

 


