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Participation in Decision Making.
The top ten mistakes on application
forms.

1.1 need to show that children participate (join in and are included in activities in o
service) in my application.

This type of participation is ONLY about children participating in decision making.

2. The word “Space” in the Lundy Model of participation is about physical spaces
like rooms and meeting spaces. *

If your project is about changing up a physical space you still need to demonstrate
space, voice audience and influence in your application.

3. | can ignore the checklists. *
Choosing a checklist on your application tells you all the things you need to include

in your project descriptions.

4.The word count does not matter. x
Photos and samples of the children/young people in action help your application.

5.1 can skip sending in evidence with my application.

6. | don't need to mention who | bring the young people’s opinions to. x

Clearly identify the decision maker in your application.

7. If the decision maker decides against something happening it is better not to
mention it. It will look bad.

Don't forget to include and explain this if it happens. It is good to show this type of
dialogue so we can see that the young people’s opinions were really considered.

8. | need to show that | can define the meaning of participation in my application
form.

Do not use the application form to describe the meaning of participation to us. Show
us examples of your practice.
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9. The only thing that is important is that we asked the young people’s opinions. It
doesn't matter after that.

It is important to clearly show what did or did not change because of the young
people’s participation in decision making.

10. This application needs to be very high level. x
Simplicity is key.

Provide a safe space (emotional/physical) for expression

Listen to the voice of the young person in that space (facilitate/ hear)
Consider and respond to what is said

Describe what (if anything) changed

Remember: if you are unsure of anything please contact your regional participation
officer for support.
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