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Ethically Approved Research - Summary Report
This is a Summary Report provided by the researcher to Tusla, Child and Family Agency. The study pertaining to this report was approved by the National Research Office, Research Ethics Review Group. This report will be stored within the Tusla Research Register which will be accessed by National Research Office staff. Please indicate whether or not you give permission for your report to be made available to other staff of the Child and Family Agency and the wider public on the Research Register within the electronic Tusla Research Centre (on the Tusla Child and Family Agency website). 
When completing this Summary Report, please adhere to the headings provided. Research studies vary in size; however the completion of this report should not exceed 3,000 words. Please complete, sign and return to recadmin@tusla.ie 
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	Abstract:
The UNESCO Child & Family Research Centre at NUI Galway carried out a study to find out to what extent the voice of children and young people are being heard in decisions made about their lives by Tusla. Nineteen young people were interviewed by a researcher from the National University of Ireland Galway. They were aged between 9-21 years. There were 14 girls and 5 boys in the study. This study formed part of a larger study on children’s participation in Tusla. It aimed to explore the experiences of children and young people involved with Tusla of participating in decisions made about their lives. Decisions taken affecting the lives of children and young people who are involved in Tusla can be for example decisions about school and decisions made in care planning and review meetings. The study used the Lundy Model of Participation to understand what is required if children and young people are to meaningfully participate in decisions made about their lives. 
Children and young people do have space where their voices are heard in Tusla services. Hearing their views in informal settings are better. They react positively when they have a real input into decisions taken. Creating a supportive relationship between children and young people and their care workers is important. The relevant care workers have to be motivated, keen to listen and react according to what they hear. The result has to be real and not tokenistic and children and young people should be provided with information on how decisions are made. It is important that children and young people speak up to have their voices heard.
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