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The introduction of mandated reporting
in Ireland

A significant development has taken place in child
protection and welfare in Ireland. The Minister for
Children and Youth Affairs has published revised Children
First: National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare
of Children and announced the commencement of the
remaining sections of the Children First Act 2015 from 11th
December 2017. This will introduce mandated reporting in
Ireland from 11th December 2017.

What is mandated reporting?

Mandated reporting places a legal obligation on certain
groups of people to report concerns of child harm to
Tusla — Child and Family Agency. These people are
known as ‘mandated persons’.

More information

Websites:
www.tusla.ie
www.dcya.gov.ie

Forms for reporting child protection and welfare
concerns: www.tusla.ie/children-first/
publications-and-forms/

Children First: National Guidance for the Protection
and Welfare of Children: www.dcya.gov.ie

A Guide for the Reporting of Child Protection and
Welfare Concerns: www.tusla.ie/children-first/
publications-and-forms/

Mandated Assisting Protocol for Tusla Staff
www.tusla.ie/children-first/publications-and-
forms/

‘Introduction to Children First’ online training
programme www.tusla.ie/children-first/
children-first-e-learning-programme

The Children
First Act and
Mandated
Reporting

What does
It mean for
Foster Carers?



